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DISTRICT DIRECTOR’S MESSAGES

Fellow Wingers:
The District Gypsy Run was a great success, bringing a lot of different people together from a number of chapters. Our
intrepid group of riders were heading into smoke and fury of this year's fire season in British Columbia. That aside as you
will see in this edition of newsletter it was well received and a good time was had by all.
The Gypsy Ride was engineered by our District Ride Coordinator Keiller Gowans. It’s meant to take riders through some
of the best motorcycling roads in our province, which was accomplished according to all of the reports from participants.
As I am writing this I am also looking forward to future ride rides and events. I am pleased to announce the first N.W.C
District Rally. The Rally's will occur on a biennial basis beginning in 2019. Rally dates are as follows: July 25 th, 26th, 27th,
28th 2019. Location will be 100 Mile House B.C.
The planning committee has come up with some unique ideas for our rally that should differentiate our rally from all the
rest. Stay tuned to the district newsletter and check your email for future announcements.
Until then, have some fun…go for a ride!
Thank you for being members of the GWRRA. Your membership and participation are what makes the GWRRA the
finest International Motorcycle Riding organization in North America.
Until I see you all again, Be safe – Ride safe.
Respectfully
Kevin Bramhoff
District Director – District N.W.C "The Great North West Coast"
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GWRRA NWC (NORTH WEST COAST) DISTRICT
District Director: Kevin Bramhoff: director@gwrra-nwc.com
http://gwrra-nwc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2033564500194434/

GWRRA SCHEDULES
BC-A (Vancouver) https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BzEcR6Ei4hmja0NtUWdPcXVwZHc/view
BC-C (Chilliwack) http://www.gwrra-bcc.org/gwrra-bcc-events
BC-D (Surry) http://www.gwrra-bcd.org/events.html
BC-G (Kamloops) http://gwrra-bcg.org
BC-P (Prince George) http://gwrra-bcp.org
BC-V (Victoria) https://sites.google.com/site/victoriagwrra/chapter-schedule
YT-A (Whitehorse) http://gwrra-yta.org
Washington State Chapters http://www.gwrra-wa.org/

BC CHAPTER A (VANCOUVER)
Monthly Breakfast Meeting
3rd Sunday of every Month (except Dec) Check website to confirm location
Breakfast at 8:00 am Meeting at 9:00 am
Tuesday Night Coffee & Ride (weather permitting)
McDonalds—3695 Lougheed Hwy Burnaby. Coffee 6:00 PM Ride 7:00 PM
Directors: Dave Ward and Giselle Collins: chapteradirector@gmail.com

BC CHAPTER D (SURREY)
Monthly Dinner Meeting
1st Wednesday of the month: 5:30 for Supper, 7PM for the Meeting
Ricky's Family Restaurant, 8958 - 152nd Street Surrey, B.C.
Friday Night Coffee & Ride (weather permitting)
6:30 for Coffee, Ride at 7PM, Tim Horton's on Fraser Hwy & 166
Director: Dave Truesdell: 604-882-3954: directorsbcd@gmail.com

BC CHAPTER C (CHILLIWACK)
Monthly Dinner Meeting
3rd Tuesday of every month (except Dec) Dinner @ 6:00 PM, Meeting @ 7:00 PM
The Rendezvous Restaurant, 9360 Young Rd, Chilliwack
Director: Karin Young: gwrrabcc.director@gmail.com

BC CHAPTER V (VICTORIA)
Monthly Breakfast Meeting
Every fourth Sunday of the month at 8:30 AM Ride to follow (weather permitting)
Jasmine`s Restaurant – 1752 Old Island Hwy
Friday Night Coffee & Ride (weather permitting)
Quality Foods Restaurant 100-27 Helmcken Rd
6PM Coffee, Kick Stands Up at 6:45
Chapter Director: Kerry Zado | vic.gwrra@gmail.com
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MEMBER PROFILE
Ian McAlpine
Hi all, my name is Ian McAlpine and I was a Member of
the Canadian Gold Wing Owners Association in Ontario
from 1990 - 1996 and rode a 1984 Interstate Goldwing,
which I put 145,00 km on, Moved to BC with my Wife
Kathie in the summer of 1996 for which was supposed
to be for two to five yrs., and find ourselves still here
today.
I have been a member of the GWRRA since July 1998
with Chapter BC-A. One year later I was asked to take
on the position of Chapter Educator and held that
position for 9 yrs., in the year 2000 I purchased a GL
1500 SE and put 185,000 km on it till I sold it in 2012. I
have also previously held the position as BC District Educator and became an ARC Instructor in 2007 to Present Day. In
2012 I purchased my pearl white GL 1800 American Model which I still have now with 78,000 miles on.
In 2016 I went to Billings Montana Wing Ding with the BC Motorcycle Drill Team as the flag bearer which was a Great
Honour and continue to work with the team to date.
In 2017 I took on the position as Chapter BC-A MEC and Last week took on the position as NWC District MEC and
looking forward to meeting more of the GWRRA NWC -District Family.

Chapter A
overlooking
Duffy Lake
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RIDER EDUCATION
Be Prepared
For the record; yes, I was a Boy Scout and I’ve taken their motto to
heart. Being prepared is particularly important to us riders/co-riders.
What do I mean by being prepared?
First, is your motorcycle prepared? Tires properly inflated and with
sufficient tread? Brakes in good working order? How ‘bout the lights?
Brake lights? Turn signals? All these are critical to the safe operation
of the motorcycle.
Next, how about you? Are you well rested? Do you have the right
frame of mind or is something weighing on you? Are you taking any
medications that might make you drowsy? Haven’t been drinking, have you? Riding requires your FULL attention so
anything that diminishes your ability to pay attention to the task limits your ability to safely operate your bike/trike.
Then there’s your emergency skills. When is the last time that you PRACTICED emergency maneuvers? You know,
things like swerving to avoid an obstacle in your path of travel. Emergency stopping, practiced that lately? In about 13%
of motorcycle crashes, the rider made NO attempt to avoid the crash; no swerving, no braking, just rode right into the
collision. Unfortunately, most riders NEVER practice emergency maneuvers.
Do you consciously practice your other riding skills? You know, things like scanning for hazards, looking through turns,
covering your controls as you approach congested areas, positioning yourself so you are as visible as possible, etc.
While all these things (and more) should be “second nature” focusing on them while you’re riding reinforces the action.
Yep! The ol’ Boy Scout motto, “Be Prepared.” How prepared are you?
By Jim Culp
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2018 NWC District Gypsy Ride 17 – 20 Aug 2018
Day 1: 17 Aug: Vancouver to Williams Lake (530 Km / 6 h 45 min)
This adventure was dreamt up and planned by
Keiller Gowans and Kevin Bramhoff, with the help
of a few able-bodied assistants and therefore the
only way to start this blog is to say thank you to
them for all their efforts.
Keiller did an outstanding job of leading us
through Burnaby and North Vancouver onto the
Sea to Sky Highway, despite the erratic and
incomprehensible driving of some other motorists.
The ride up to Whistler was both exciting and
beautiful and topped off by a really cool bypass
around Whistler that Keiller led us through.
In Pemberton we all stopped for gas before
making our runs through Duffy Lake Road. After
the thrill of riding one of BC’s best motorcycle
routes we re-joined for lunch at the Lillooet
Cookhouse.
There was a bit of construction outside of Lillooet,
the remnants of a recent slide and a growing
intensity of smoke. It was like having campfire
smoke without the benefit of the camp fire!
We made it through though and arrived safe and
sound into Williams Lake for a good supper
together at Dennys.
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WINGS FOR A SMILE
I know this type of event is not new to many members of the GWRRA, however I've wanted to do this ever since I
started riding a motorcycle again. You see I live in a condo development and right next door to us is The Waterford, an
independent living and licensed care facility for seniors and I've always thought it would be fun to connect with some of
the residents by have a show and shine, meet and greet and rides to anyone who might be interested. So about three
months ago I contacted The Waterford's Recreation Manager, Brenda Hodson, to set up my idea. Well Brenda became
very excited and thought my plan was perfect. We both got together and went over the details to make Wings For A
Smile a fun and exciting event for all involved. As a member of the British Columbia Motorcycle Drill Team, our team
decided to to be the main group running the event, with Brenda's help of course, by inviting all BCMDT members to
come out and also invite any member of the local GWRRA Chapters to also participate. For safety reasons Brenda was
asked to put together a list of residents who wanted a ride and the BCMDT decided that only current drill team
members would take a resident as a co-rider. Strict clothing requirements were set up to make the ride safe as possible
and the drill team members provided helmets. August 18th was set up as the date and from Brenda's enthusiasm the
nine residents who signed up for a ride could not wait to make this happen.

That Saturday was beautiful and sunny and shortly after 12:15 the drill team arrived along with some chapter members
to show off our Gold Wings. It kind of surprised me, that at the start of our show and shine that 90% of the residents
who came out were all ladies, with maybe a couple of gentlemen. These ladies ranged in age from early seventies to
early nineties and they all started to ask questions about everything to do with our wings and riding. The excitement and
enthusiasm was electric and before long everyone wanted a picture of each lady siting on our Gold Wings. Oh and the
stories of when they last rode a motorcycle never seemed to end. You would have thought we were at a movie premier,
with all the people taking pictures. Before long it was time for our ride and each drill team member was assigned a
resident who had signed up for the ride. Each drill team member was busy preparing each lady for the ride, with helmets
that fit and confirming each had long pants, a long sleeve jacket and proper shoes. We also went over the rules of riding
as a co-rider and explained some of the handhold points. To be honest I think they all put their arms around our waists.

Gold Wing Road Riders Association – North West Coast District – September 2018 - Page 8

Seeing we had seven motorcycle mama's itching to go we left as a group for a 15 minute ride out of Tsawwassen and
down to the farming area south of Ladner, B.C. Every single one of our co-riders had the biggest smiles and most of
them were laughing. I know on our return they all wanted to ride some more, but I'm sure Brenda was concerned that
all this excitement would be too much for our co-riding girls. I say girls because I'm sure they all felt much younger than
their age. The smiles did not go away and hugs were continuous. Brenda said the day was a complete success and some
of the residents asked us to return every month.

I know Brenda and I arranged this event but, it would not have happened if not for the British Columbia Motorcycle Drill
Team and the other chapter members who put aside a couple of hours to put smiles of the faces of some incredible
ladies, opps, sorry girls.
Patrick Frampton
BCMDT Event Coordinator
GWRRA North West Coast District, Chapter BC-A
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These posts and more can be found at
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2033564500194434/

2018
District
Gypsy Ride
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Letter to the Editor:
GWRRA NWC Gypsy Ride by Malcolm Muir
Being a new member of GWRRA and a new Goldwing
owner/rider this was my first group ride and in fact my first
outing of any length on a “Wing”.
I was, not I don’t think unsurprisingly, a little apprehensive
about both the bike and the group of strangers I would be
riding with.
This was unfounded, at least as far as the people were
concerned. The bike was a slightly different matter.
First, the people.
This was as you might expect, a diverse bunch of individuals
with respect to age, occupation and almost any other criteria
you would care to mention. But one thing they had in
common, at least so far as I was concerned, was that they
were all extremely welcoming and friendly and I was
comfortable from our first lunch stop onward.
I think I spoke at least briefly with almost everyone over the
course of the four days.
I learned a surprising amount of valuable information about
my new bike and how to ride it, especially with a group.
I was tucked in behind Tony and Donna for most of the time
and just being able to follow their line through the bends was
an invaluable bonus for me. I had no idea I could take a bend
so fast!
Which brings me to the bike.
For the most part I was comfortable as it is a very forgiving
ride and the only real problem I had was when I laid it down in
the car park on day three.
Turns out it’s not so forgiving if you let it lean too far over
when you're not moving!
Fortunately, I was travelling with the best bunch of people
possible for just such a circumstance.
It was barely on the ground before help was at hand to right
the situation and assure me that I was now an official
Goldwing rider.
The ride itself was amazing and could only have been
improved if the smoke cleared, which it did somewhat on the
last day.
The route we took had some fantastic roads for riding, with
not too much in the way of traffic and smooth surfaces.
I would do it again for sure.
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To ensure we have enough food, cutlery, plates, etc., if you plan to attend, please fill out the
Doodle Poll here: https://doodle.com/poll/qsruccqq7kwp4yt6
For more info contact: sue_john_sawyer@hotmail.com
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FOR SALE: 2002 HONDA GOLD WING GL 1800
WITH 2005 MOTOR TRIKE CONVERSION - $21,500
US vehicle with only 28,800 miles (46 k). Conversion performed by
factory authorized Honda dealer. Beautiful well maintained Trike with
plenty of upgrades. Stored inside every winter. Extra features include
floor boards, air ride suspension, on board compressor, chrome bumper,
trunk carpet, upgraded speakers, upgraded rims, chrome accent, cup
holder, battery tender, flame helmet, CB radio, and spoiler. Priced
below market at $21,500.
For more info contact Randy Otto (rfotto@shaw.ca)

ADVERTISING
Business Card Ad: $5 per month (minimum 12-month purchase)
¼ Page Ad: $ 10 / month (minimum 6-month purchase)
½ Page Ad: $20 / month (minimum 3-month purchase)
Full Page Ad: $30 / month (minimum 2-month purchase)

WANTED: GARMIN ZUMO 665 WIRING HARNESS
Looking for the wiring harness for a
Garmin Zumo 665
Part # 010-11270-03
If you have one you are willing to
sell, please contact Garry:
gahowell@shaw.ca
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MOTORCYCLE NEWS
Serious Collision results in
Rider Fatality
Mon 13 Aug 2018, just before 5 p.m.
Victoria Police were dispatched to a
collision between a car and a
motorcycle at View and Cook streets.

DISTRICT NWC
(NORTH WEST COAST)

GOLD WING ROAD
RIDERS ASSOCIATION

http://gwrra-nwc.com/

http://www.gwrra.org/

District Director
Kevin Bramhoff
director@gwrra-nwc.com

The Gold Wing Road Riders
Association (GWRRA) is the
world's largest single-marque
social organization for owners and
riders of Honda Gold
Wing/Valkyrie motorcycles -- and
other motorcycles. Dedicated to
our motto, Fun, Safety and
Knowledge, GWRRA members
enjoy the freedom of belonging to
a not-for-profit, non-religious and
non-political organization.

District Ride Coordinator
Keiller Gowans
District Treasurer
Janet Turner
Motorist Awareness
Coordinator
Kathy Estey
Membership Enhancement
Coordinator
Ian McAlpine
District Educator
Gavin Karey-McKenna
District Webmaster
Dave Ward

Founded in 1977, GWRRA has
grown to more than 72,000 U.S.,
Canadian and international
Members in 53 foreign countries
in just 35 years. Over 800 active
Chapters are managed by 4,000
volunteer leaders working with
members to foster safe, enjoyable
riding while also working to
improve the public image of
motorcycling.

GWRRA Head Office
1-800-843-9460
customerservice@gwrra.org

Police said the cause of the collision is
still being investigated by a collision
reconstruction team.
Two people were transported to
hospital. The motorcyclist sustained
life-threatening injuries and sadly, did
not survive.

Motorcycle Caught Fire Along
Lougheed Highway
Aug. 13, 2018 motorists were slowed
as a motorcycle caught fire around
noon along Lougheed Highway near
the Whonnock-Ruskin border.
The rider reported no injuries. It's not
sure how the fire started, but the bike
was damaged extensively. It was
called in as a "vehicle fire", with no
mention of a collision.
Fire crews deployed an emergency
traffic control plan, as the bike lay
initially in the middle of the highway,
flames shooting into the air.
Fortunately, the motorcyclist suffered
no injuries.
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NWC DISTRICT EVENTS
The most up-to-date version of our Calendar can be found at:
http://gwrra-nwc.com/calendar/
1 – 2 Sep

Chapter D Gold Run
http://gwrra-nwc.com/blog/event/gold-run-chapter-d/

Wed 5 Sep

Chapter D Dinner Gathering
6PM at Ricky’s All Day Grill, 8958, 1st St, Surrey, BC V3R 4E4

Sat 8 Sep

Chapter V Poker Run / Chapter Fundraiser
POC: Tony Brooks: gw.rider@outlook.com

14 – 15 Sep

Chapter BC-C September ARC
http://gwrra-nwc.com/blog/event/chapter-bc-c-september-arc/?instance_id=762

Sun 16 Sep

Chapter A Breakfast Gathering
8AM at Ricky's Restaurant, 2350 Boundary Rd, Burnaby, BC V5M 3Z3

Tue 18 Sep

Chapter C Dinner Gathering
7PM at Rendezvous Restaurant, 9360 Young Road North, Chilliwack, BC V2P 4S4

Sun 23 Sep

Chapter V Breakfast Gathering
8:30AM at Jasmine's Restaurant, 1752 Island Hwy, Victoria, BC V9B 1H8

Wed 3 Oct

Chapter D Dinner Gathering
6PM at Ricky’s All Day Grill, 8958, 1st St, Surrey, BC V3R 4E4

Tue 16 Oct

Chapter C Dinner Gathering
7PM at Rendezvous Restaurant, 9360 Young Road North, Chilliwack, BC V2P 4S4

Sun 21 Oct

Chapter A Breakfast Gathering
8AM at Ricky's Restaurant, 2350 Boundary Rd, Burnaby, BC V5M 3Z3

Sun 28 Oct

Chapter V Breakfast Gathering
8:30AM at Jasmine's Restaurant, 1752 Island Hwy, Victoria, BC V9B 1H8

Wed 7 Nov

Chapter D Dinner Gathering
6PM at Ricky’s All Day Grill, 8958, 1st St, Surrey, BC V3R 4E4
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