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DISTRICT DIRECTOR’S MESSAGES

Fellow Wingers:
Thanksgiving 2018 has come and gone and the weather appears to be cooperating so far. With autumn approaching
we need to take advantage of as much riding time as possible. The fall colours are always spectacular through the
Hope Princeton Stretch of Highway 3 and some great riding possibilities present themselves at this time of year.
As we get closer to the end of the riding season trying to take advantage of those sunny cool days, please be extra
cautious when on the road ways. The surfaces can get covered with leaves causing slippery conditions, oil from
summer has leached to the surface causing slippery areas to appear on road surfaces. Please be careful out there.
Don't forget to bundle up!
Enjoying the fall on a motorcycle isn’t just about keeping warm and safe, but it’s also about the cool stuff you can do
that you can’t do during any other time of the year. The falling leaves bring with them a host of events that only
happen in autumn. Thanks to the unique scenery of the season, getting there could be half the fun if you take your
motorcycle.
Maybe there’s a big Fall Festival you could check out with your riding friends or perhaps you and your other half could
make a day trip out of some sort of Farm Market Fall Harvest Scene. Many local and Okanagan municipalities
sometimes have events going on in Fall that could be cool to check out on two wheels. There is always the fall Grape
Harvest and Wine Festivals in our area, providing there is no snow in the passes (and you don't drink and ride). Visit
your Provincial travel website and see what’s going on near you.
If you can, get out and ride, bundle up, watch for deer, and enjoy the fall colours.
Planning for the district rally has begun and we are looking to have some very interesting riding opportunities, tours
and activities for all attendees.
N.W.C District Rally dates are as follows: July 25th, 26th, 27th, 28th 2019.
Location will be 100 Mile House B.C. Stay tuned for further details.
Thank you for being members of the GWRRA. Your membership and
participation are what makes the GWRRA the finest International
Motorcycle Riding organization in North America.
Until I see you all again, Be safe – Ride safe.
Respectfully
Kevin Bramhoff
District Director – District N.W.C "The Great North West Coast"
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GWRRA NWC (NORTH WEST COAST) DISTRICT
District Director: Kevin Bramhoff: director@gwrra-nwc.com
http://gwrra-nwc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2033564500194434/

GWRRA SCHEDULES
BC-A (Vancouver) https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BzEcR6Ei4hmja0NtUWdPcXVwZHc/view
BC-C (Chilliwack) http://www.gwrra-bcc.org/gwrra-bcc-events
BC-D (Surry) http://www.gwrra-bcd.org/events.html
BC-G (Kamloops) http://gwrra-bcg.org
BC-P (Prince George) http://gwrra-bcp.org
BC-V (Victoria) https://sites.google.com/site/victoriagwrra/chapter-schedule
YT-A (Whitehorse) http://gwrra-yta.org
Washington State Chapters http://www.gwrra-wa.org/

BC CHAPTER A (VANCOUVER)
Monthly Breakfast Meeting
3rd Sunday of every Month (except Dec) Check website to confirm location
Breakfast at 8:00 am Meeting at 9:00 am
Tuesday Night Coffee & Ride (weather permitting)
McDonalds—3695 Lougheed Hwy Burnaby. Coffee 6:00 PM Ride 7:00 PM
Directors: Dave Ward and Giselle Collins: chapteradirector@gmail.com

BC CHAPTER D (SURREY)
Monthly Dinner Meeting
1st Wednesday of the month: 5:30 for Supper, 7PM for the Meeting
Ricky's Family Restaurant, 8958 - 152nd Street Surrey, B.C.
Friday Night Coffee & Ride (weather permitting)
6:30 for Coffee, Ride at 7PM, Tim Horton's on Fraser Hwy & 166
Director: Dave Truesdell: 604-882-3954: directorsbcd@gmail.com

BC CHAPTER C (CHILLIWACK)
Monthly Dinner Meeting
3rd Tuesday of every month (except Dec) Dinner @ 6:00 PM, Meeting @ 7:00 PM
The Rendezvous Restaurant, 9360 Young Rd, Chilliwack
Director: Karin Young: gwrrabcc.director@gmail.com

BC CHAPTER V (VICTORIA)
Monthly Breakfast Meeting
Every fourth Sunday of the month at 8:30 AM Ride to follow (weather permitting)
Jasmine`s Restaurant – 1752 Old Island Hwy
Friday Night Coffee & Ride (weather permitting)
Tim Hortons, 739 McCallum Rd, Victoria, BC V9B 6M1
6PM Coffee, Kick Stands Up at 6:45
Chapter Director: Tony Brooks | gw.rider@outlook.com
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MEMBER PROFILE: DONNA WALTON
Member of GWRRA since 1996. Visited and
participated in some events with BC-V since 1992.
Positions: Currently A/Director of Chapter BC-V and
Snowbird Representative of Chapter AZ-D.
Motorcycles I have owned: 400 Honda Hawk; 920
Virago; 1994 GL1500 Goldwing; 2000 GL1500 Goldwing;
and my current bike, 2008 GL1800 Goldwing. I never
kept track of the mileage on my first four bikes but this
bike currently has just over 225,000 kms on it.
Best Motorcycle Experience: That is a hard one to
answer because I tend to look at each ride I take as a
great experience. I try to enjoy each moment when I
am on a ride and am very quick to forget any
unpleasant moments, ie, snow, hail, heavy winds,
thunder and lightning, and having to stop for traffic,
lights, etc., when it is very hot out. I did have a great time in 2008 riding to the Yukon and although the weather
wasn't the greatest, the people and the scenery made it a great experience. I have made it to 7 WingDings and have
always enjoyed the ride. I took the Long Distance Female Rider at WingDing 28 in Nashville, TN in 2006. In 2010,
after riding to WingDing in Des Moine, Iowa, four of us rode out to the East Coast and back. That was a great
experience but I need to do it again since I didn't make it to Newfoundland. I ride to Arizona each fall and back in the
spring and experience some of those unpleasant moments that I just mentioned but choose to remember the best
parts of the ride. So, I can't really say which has been my best experience because just being able to get out and ride
is the greatest of all.
Scariest Motorcycle Experience: Well, another hard one to answer to just one scary experience. I never had a desire
to ride my own bike, being extremely content to be the co-rider and navigator. I took the course with a mind that if
anything ever happened while we were out on the bike I would at least know how to ride out to get help. At the end
of the week I was hooked and had my first bike, a 400 Honda Hawk, and just taking the course was a scary experience.
Now that I had my own bike I practiced as much as I could and within 7 - 8 months I realized my poor little bike (which
I loved) was just screaming to keep up to the big GoldWings so I traded up to a 920 Virago, which again was a scary
experience for me but once I got used to it I, of course, loved it. About 11 months later a friend got me to ride his 94
GL1500 Goldwing out of a mall show he had put it in, and that was another scary experience. I ended up enjoying it
and bought it (which was his goal, since he was ill) and the rest is history. The first time I pulled a cargo trailer on a
long trip and ended up going down around a corner on a cliff where the only thing that saved me from a very long
drop was the guard rail, also was a scary experience. I think it was also scary for my companions who realized, once
we got moving again, that I was in shock and almost rode into a rock wall. There have been many scary experiences
and I think having a blowout on my trailer tire, at high speed, on a road in the middle of Nevada with extremely poor
cell service, and tiny shoulders with nowhere safe to pull off, was very scary, but that story has been written about
and is the May 2018 issue of WingWorld. So as long as I continue to ride I am sure there will be many more scary
experiences and the hope is to get back on and keep riding.
What do I like best about GWRRA: That one is easy, meeting new people, making new friends and the feeling of
knowing you are part of a very large family and that there is always someone willing to lend a hand when needed.
Donna Walton
GWRRA BC-V A/CD
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RIDER EDUCATION
Rider Education
Do Rider Courses help you become a better rider? How effective are initial
Motorcycle Training and Advanced Rider programs?
We have all heard the statistics, an increase motorcycle involved accidents since an
all-time low in 1997. There have been many studies and surveys over the years
asking if motorcycle training is beneficial in reducing the number of accidents.
Various factors increase the likelihood of a motorcycle accident: age, experience,
attitude, focus, speed, alcohol/drugs, cagers, etc.
Many of us take part in the Advanced Rider Course (ARC) offered each year by
different chapters. Are they effective, do they get the cobwebs out, refocus our attention, increase our confidence?
A recent research paper by Allison Daniello, Hampton C. Gabler, and Yusuf A. Mehta from the Center for Injury
Biomechanics, Department of Mechanical Engineering, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, suggests that
Rider Training is a mixed bag. Some studies have demonstrated that motorcycle training is effective whereas other
studies have demonstrated that it is ineffective. However, not all training offered is equal; different curricula and
different motivators for receiving training exist. One generally positive result indicated that Motorcycle education has
proved to be effective in increasing the usage of personal protective equipment. Trained riders were found to use
personal protective equipment more often than untrained riders.
How about Advanced Rider Courses? Another research paper evaluated one day advanced rider training courses: A
randomized controlled evaluation study of the effects of a one-day advanced rider training course from the Journal:
Accident Analysis & Prevention - Volume 79, June 2015, Pages 152-159 by Marjolein Boele-Vos & Saskiade Craen.
Results indicated that trained participants were rated higher on safe riding than those who did not take the course.
Another positive effect was also found for riding behavior, i.e., speed and position on the road if it needed to be adapted
to increase visibility and in reaction to potential hazard. While the training did not appear to affect the riders’
assessment of their own riding behavior, riders who took the course performed better on the hazard perception test.
An additional benefit discovered when taking the Advanced Rider Training course was that it did not lead to
overconfidence, while it quantifiably improved traffic behavior.
In short, benefits of initial rider training (when getting a motorcycle license) generally depend on the quality of course
instructors and the course itself, while advanced rider courses are only positive in becoming a better and safer rider.
Gavin Karey-McKenna, NWC District Educator, educator@gwrra-nwc.com

ADVERTISING
Business Card Ad: $5 per month (minimum 12-month purchase)
¼ Page Ad: $ 10 / month (minimum 6-month purchase)
½ Page Ad: $20 / month (minimum 3-month purchase)
Full Page Ad: $30 / month (minimum 2-month purchase)
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For more info: http://41.wing-ding.org/
Accommodations: https://book.passkey.com/event/49791664/owner/760/landing
Booking has now opened!
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DRILL TEAM RIDING
Hello fellow wingers!
The Vancouver Halloween Parade is almost here, and our team is
going to go out there and have some fun and kick the parade off
with some “Supper Heroes” on bikes. So Much fun it is.
I have learned that in Drill Team riding, that there are no “Rules”
telling you what you can do, and what you can’t on a drill team! You
just have to look south and watch the Central Florida Drill Team or
the Gold Angles (California) and see imagination at work.
The BCMDT has made impressions with some of these teams and an
invitation to perform together is not uncommon.
Our Drill team has had a really easy year and not done very much in
the way of performing, so a little more time has been spent just practicing and bringing new riders into training fold.
We do have seasons that leave us more practice time, and less performance time, so this appears to be one of those
years, but we still have fun learning new tricks and enjoying the get together.
Welcome Niels Jensen and Russell Anderson to our “members in Training”
Both of these guys have put some real effort, and practice in and are rapidly making progress towards being full
performance riders with us! We hope to help them gain the final level of skill and confidence needed in order to
perform the basic maneuvers with us. They are so close we can almost see their shadows on the ground behind us, or
next to us!!! Wait, Wait, I think we do see their shadows!!!

One of our riders and newest to make the team performance group is Sheldon Marche.
This guy showed up at the lot and has put his head down, (Figuratively speaking) and taken all the input and coaching
that he could possibly absorb from the moment he came out! The result was a very rapid progression of skill and
improvement on his technique which saw him make the team as a performance rider.
It very surely helped that he already had some skills to work with, but his attitude and effort is what made it possible.
We have seen riders come out to poke around, and the attitude is not always one of respect and humility.
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Ian McAlpine is staying on with us to lend the team support with either Flag Bike operations and or announcing, or
video operations as well. Patrick Frampton is Stepping down from performance operations and taking on a director
position as the team Event Coordinator.

Our director of Moto Safety Operations, Carl Scouten and friends has helped the team maintain a strong foothold on
Moto Safety to support bicycle races and events throughout BC. While I may miss some names, the list of Moto Riders
that help at these events consist of the following people. Doug W, Joe M, Geoff H Patrick F Mike B Tom M
Vernon C Howie M Barry M Roy S David T Kelley P John W Chuck T Carl S
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Riding in a support position for these bicycle races and rides, carries an expectation of our moto riders to be able to
ride well because you are sometimes asked to ride in very close proximity to bicycles on the move. Following up in
2019, we will be encouraging our support riders to take an ARC (for those whom may have not done so) to help you
be a little better prepared and empowered with your riding. For those riders who have taken an ARC previously but
haven’t been to one in quite a while, we want you to also be on top of your riding, so think about doing it for yourself
and not just because we think it’s a good idea! Well, it is a good idea isn’t it.
Last year we attended Wing Ding in Texas. Carl Scouten asked recently, “How many days it would take to get Nashville
TN” because there may be interest in attending Wing Ding next year in 2019! We will see where we end up, but it
would be a blast because Nashville is a really beautiful city to visit!
Thank you all for helping our drill team whether you just come to watch a performance, or if you are on our team of
moto crew! See you all next season.

Rob Ellis
BCMDT

NEWLY INTRODUCED NORTHWEST COAST DISTRICT ROCKERS
$18 Each
Contact your Chapter
for more info
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These posts and more can be found at
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2033564500194434/

NORTH WEST COAST DISTRICT WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK PAGE
You can find us on the Web or Facebook:
https://gwrra-nwc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2033564500194434/
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For Sale: 1998 Original Lees-ure Lite Motorcycle Tent Trailer - $2500 or a fair offer
Excellent shape, used less than 20 times, always stored indoors. Extras include custom cover with large storage pocket,
add-a-room drive through garage and storage stands for vertical storage. Paid $5300 straight from Osoyoos factory,
costs over $6500 to replace today. I am asking $2500 or a fair offer. Located in Errington (outside of Parksville).
Contact Dave Bendall. Call 250 954-3951 or text 250 240-1569 or jump on your Wing and come up for a look.

Gold Wing Road Riders Association – North West Coast District – October 2018 - Page 12

MOTORCYCLE NEWS
Postal van driver ticketed
after motorcyclist sent to
hospital

DISTRICT NWC
(NORTH WEST COAST)

GOLD WING ROAD
RIDERS ASSOCIATION

http://gwrra-nwc.com/

http://www.gwrra.org/

District Director
Kevin Bramhoff
director@gwrra-nwc.com

The Gold Wing Road Riders
Association (GWRRA) is the
world's largest single-marque
social organization for owners and
riders of Honda Gold
Wing/Valkyrie motorcycles -- and
other motorcycles. Dedicated to
our motto, Fun, Safety and
Knowledge, GWRRA members
enjoy the freedom of belonging to
a not-for-profit, non-religious and
non-political organization.

District Ride Coordinator
Keiller Gowans
District Treasurer
Janet Turner
Motorist Awareness
Coordinator
Kathy Estey
Membership Enhancement
Coordinator
Ian McAlpine
District Educator
Gavin Karey-McKenna
District Webmaster
Dave Ward

Founded in 1977, GWRRA has
grown to more than 72,000 U.S.,
Canadian and international
Members in 53 foreign countries
in just 35 years. Over 800 active
Chapters are managed by 4,000
volunteer leaders working with
members to foster safe, enjoyable
riding while also working to
improve the public image of
motorcycling.

GWRRA Head Office
1-800-843-9460
customerservice@gwrra.org

MERVILLE, B.C- A postal driver was
ticketed after a traffic collision 4 Oct.
According to the Comox Valley RCMP,
police responded to a collision along
the Old Island Highway at Stephenson
Road around 11:50 a.m.
It was determined that the driver of a
Canada Post minivan, which had been
turning onto the highway from
Stephenson Road, failed to yield to an
oncoming motorcycle.
The driver of the van was given a
violation ticket at the scene.
The rider of the motorcycle was taken
to hospital with injuries, though they
were not believed to be life
threatening.
Traffic along the highway was briefly
shut down while the incident was
dealt with by first responders, and
quickly re-opened once the scene was
cleared.
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NWC DISTRICT EVENTS
The most up-to-date version of our Calendar can be found at:
http://gwrra-nwc.com/calendar/
Wed 7 Nov

Chapter D Dinner Gathering
6PM at Ricky’s All Day Grill, 8958, 1st St, Surrey, BC V3R 4E4

Sun 18 Nov

Chapter A Breakfast Gathering
8AM at Ricky's Restaurant, 2350 Boundary Rd, Burnaby, BC V5M 3Z3

Tue 20 Nov

Chapter C Dinner Gathering
7PM at Rendezvous Restaurant,
9360 Young Road North, Chilliwack, BC V2P 4S4

Sun 25 Nov

Chapter V Breakfast Gathering
8:30AM at Jasmine's Restaurant,
1752 Island Hwy, Victoria, BC V9B 1H8

Sat 1 Dec

Chapter V Christmas Dinner.
POC: Kerry Zado: vic.gwrra@gmail.com
The Four Mile Pub at 6PM.
Individual Billing – order off the menu.
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