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Fellow Wingers, 

As I see the end of riding season in my rear-view mirror I am reminded of the great rides and new people we met as 
well as old friends I was able to reconnect with this year. I have to say, "What a fantastic summer and riding season 
we had this year"!  

There were numerous riding opportunities throughout the district. Every chapter had riding events. Karin & I attended 
as many as we could. They were all excellent, well organized and frankly, FUN to attend. 

I am looking forward to riding season 2020 and it looks to be better than last year.  

Planned District Events: 

2020 Gypsy Run this year titled "Gypsy Sisters" Run, June 12th ς 14th. This ride is going to heading South this year. Stay 
tuned for details. It will be a great one I am certain of that! If it is as good 2019, well, I encourage others in the 
district to "Join us for the 2020 Gypsy Sisters Run"! You will not regret it. 

2020 Wings in the Cariboo 2.0 rally ς July 23rd ς 26th. The town of 100 mile will be our rally point again this year. The 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ƻǳǊ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘΧǘƘŜȅ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǳǎ ōŀŎƪΗ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ŀǎ 
well as some different rides throughout the region. Great food; Catered dinner, BBQ, and a Pancake breakfast are 
planned for this coming year. It will be better than 2019 ς ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΗ {ǘŀȅ ǘǳƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
sending information out on a regular basis. 

Island Loop ς September 12th & 13th ς Our ride coordinator has a new plan for this one as well and it is expected to be 
better than last year as well. The 2019 ride was excellent so this will be a tough one to beat! I have high 
expectations of our ride coordinator! 

As you are all aware, we have launched a recruitment drive. All of you received your individual recruitment kits. If you 
need another kit, just advise your Chapter Director and we will get them to you. So far Chapter BC-C is ahead, way 
ahead, followed by BC-A. I would like to see some recruitment from the other chapters out there. It is a contest after 
all! There is still time ς make it go! 

We have so few days to ride in now please ensure you get out and ride when you can this fall. Stay warm, watch for 
deer, enjoy the fall colours, most of all be safe! 

Thank you for being members of GWRRA; your membership and participation is what makes GWRRA the finest 
international riding association in North America.   

Until I see you all again, Be safe ς Ride safe. 

 

Respectfully 
Kevin Bramhoff 
District Director ς District N.W.C "The Great North West Coast" 
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GWRRA NWC (NORTH WEST COAST) DISTRICT 

District Director: Kevin Bramhoff: director@gwrra-nwc.com 
http://gwrra -nwc.com/ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2033564500194434/ 

 GWRRA SCHEDULES 
BC-A (Vancouver) https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BzEcR6Ei4hmja0NtUWdPcXVwZHc/view 

BC-C (Chilliwack) http://www.gwrra-bcc.org/gwrra-bcc-events 
BC-D (Surry) http://www.gwrra-bcd.org/events.html 

BC-G (Kamloops) http://gwrra -bcg.org 
BC-P (Prince George) http://gwrra -bcp.org 

BC-V (Victoria) https://sites.google.com/site/victoriagwrra/chapter-schedule 
YT-A (Whitehorse) http://gwrra -yta.org 

Washington State Chapters http://www.gwrra-wa.org/ 

BC CHAPTER A (VANCOUVER) 

 

Monthly Breakfast Gathering 
3rd Sunday of every Month (except Dec).  Breakfast at 8 AM, Gathering at 9 AM 

wƛŎƪȅΩǎ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ норл .ƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ wƻŀŘΣ .ǳǊƴŀōȅ 
Tuesday Night Coffee (Rides in season) 

²ŜƴŘȅΩǎ ς 3698 Grandview Hwy, Vancouver.  Coffee 6:00 at PM, Ride at 7 PM 
Saturday and Holiday Morning Coffee (Rides in season) 

McDonalds ς 3695 Lougheed Hwy, Burnaby.  Coffee at 8 AM, Ride at 9 AM 
Directors: Dave Ward and Giselle Collins: chapteradirector@gmail.com 

BC CHAPTER D (SURREY) 

 

Monthly Dinner Meeting 
1st Wednesday of the month: 5:30 for Supper, 7PM for the Meeting 

Ricky's Family Restaurant, 8958 - 152nd Street Surrey, B.C. 
Friday Night Coffee & Ride (weather permitting) 

6:30 for Coffee, Ride at 7PM, Tim Horton's on Fraser Hwy & 166 
Director: Doug Conley: directorsbcd@gmail.com 

BC CHAPTER C (CHILLIWACK) 

 

Monthly Dinner Meeting 
3rd Tuesday of every month (except Dec) Dinner @ 6:00 PM, Meeting @ 7:00 PM 

The Rendezvous Restaurant, 9360 Young Rd, Chilliwack 
Director: Karin Young: gwrrabcc.director@gmail.com 

BC CHAPTER V (VICTORIA) 

 

Monthly Breakfast Meeting 
Every fourth Sunday of the month at 8:30 AM Ride to follow (weather permitting) 

Jasmine`s Restaurant ς 1752 Old Island Hwy (except Jul, Aug & Dec) 
Friday Night Coffee & Ride (weather permitting) 

Tim Hortons, 739 McCallum Rd, Victoria, BC V9B 6M1  
6PM Coffee, Kick Stands Up at 6:45 

Chapter Director: Tony Brooks |  gw.rider@outlook.com 
 

mailto:director@gwrra-nwc.com
http://gwrra-nwc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2033564500194434/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BzEcR6Ei4hmja0NtUWdPcXVwZHc/view
http://www.gwrra-bcc.org/gwrra-bcc-events
http://www.gwrra-bcd.org/events.html
http://gwrra-bcg.org/
http://gwrra-bcp.org/
https://sites.google.com/site/victoriagwrra/chapter-schedule
http://gwrra-yta.org/
http://www.gwrra-wa.org/
mailto:chapteradirector@gmail.com
mailto:directorsbcd@gmail.com
mailto:gwrrabcc.director@gmail.com
mailto:gw.rider@outlook.com
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A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 

Good day everyone.   

LǘΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǘƘŜ мрǘƘ ƻŦ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǳƎƘ 
ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΩǎ bŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΦ  L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ 
content here from Chapter BC-V.  This probably has a lot to do with the 
editor (me) being a member of Chapter BC-±Σ ōǳǘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƛǘ ōŜ ƴƛŎŜ ƛŦ 
there was more content from other Chapters, such as the two articles 
supplied this month from BC-C.   

IŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƛŘŜŀǎΦ  Make sure you send me info on your Chapter events 
so all District members Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŀƴŘ possibly join.  
Have you been on a good trip lately?  Have you had a particular problem 
with your Goldwing?  Perhaps ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ŀƴ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƻǊȅ 
or piece of ride gear that you could share your thoughts on.  Why not choose a rainy afternoon to put pen to paper 
ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎΦ  LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ƪƴƻǿƭedge is a 
ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΦ  !ŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ officers that make any 
organization great. 

 

Keep Riding, Keep Smiling, 

Jennifer and Tony Brooks, District Newsletter Editors  
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How Can I Participate in GWRRA? 

If you are looking to be more involved in the Chapter let the Chapter 
Director and the other Team members know. Let them know what 
your background is and what education or unique skills you have in 
certain areas. 

Sharing your knowledge supports the TEAM philosophy; Together 
Everyone Achieves More. 

A volunteer organization is heavily dependent on its people stepping 
up and taking on a position, a challenge, and opportunity for growth. 
Chapters depend on members willing to share their talents and 
abilities. What Are Your Talents? Do you have talents that you feel 
confident using? Would you like to use these talents to benefit others 
in GWRRA? 

 

Match Your Talents with Opportunities & Passions 

Social in nature, upbeat, outgoing, friendly 
Door Greeter, Hug Collector or Sunshine Person 

Safety minded, conscientious rider, likes to share knowledge and set a good example 
Educator everyoneôs responsibility 

Good with maps, directions, familiar with places of interest and good restaurants 
Ride Coordinator 

Computer savvy with inclination towards management and data 
Membership Enhancement Coordinator 
Chapter of the Year Coordinator 

Mechanical aptitude 
Technical Advisor 

Communication (Telephone) affinity 
Phone Tree (Coordinator or Helper) 

 

Ian McAlpine 
District University Coordinator 



 

Gold Wing Road Riders Association ς North West Coast District ς November 2019 - Page 6 

Leadership skills with benevolent nature 
Chapter Director or Assistant Chapter Director 

Skills in arranging social events 
Events Coordinator goes with Membership Enhancement 

Computer savvy with graphic arts and publishing experience 
Newsletter Editor social media 

Financially inclined, good record keeping skills 
Treasurer 

Computer savvy with graphic arts and web experience 
Webmaster 

Inclination toward nostalgia 
Chapter Historian, Scrapbook Coordinator 

Leadership skills related to riding 
Road Captain Ride Coordinator 

Are you a shutterbug? 
Chapter Photographer 

Writing skills or simply enjoy writing 
Newsletter Contributor 

If you donôt want to commit to a position on the Team, there are many other ways you can help: 

Volunteer for the Anniversary committee, or the Holiday Party committee Chapter FUNraiser 

If you take pictures at an event or on a ride you can share them with the Chapter Newsletter Editor. 

Put together a skit for a talent show. 

Design a Chapter shirt for the Best Dressed competition. 

Chapters are always looking for new destinations for their rides. Help the Ride Coordinator with 
destination suggestions. 

If you donôt feel comfortable assuming the duties of a position or working on a committee at least be a 
cheerleader for the Chapter. Be positive and upbeat about plans for an activity even if you arenôt 
going along. 

You donôt have to be the Chapter Director to give praise for a job well done. People like to get the 
pats on the back. It keeps them active and involved. 

Participate with the Chapter by showing your pride. You can do this by wearing Chapter colors, shirts, 
hats, vests and other means of identification with the Chapter. Even by Flying a Chapter flag on your 
antenna. Remember the only requirement to wear any of this the officer (10ò patch).  

There are no rules for being a participant. Participate at whatever level is right for you. As time goes 
by, you may feel the need to get more involved. Remember, it is your GWRRA, after all! 
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I was a member of a wonderful GWRRA Chapter. Our Chapter Director was a 
wonderful person and her husband was a great guy. Together they would 
hold meetings, organize rides, organize fund raisers, organize dinner socials, 
organize core meetings, organize visitations to other chapters and other 
chapters would come to our meetings.  

They would make sure we knew about all the GWRRA Events each year and 
ŀƭƭ ȅŜŀǊ ƭƻƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŘǊƛǾŜǎ όŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘȅΣ L 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ƴŜǿ ŜǾŜǊ ƧƻƛƴŜŘύΦ {ƘŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ 
we had maintenance days and bike shows, they were never late to any 
ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴΦ L ǿƛǎƘ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎŀȅ L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƭŀǘŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ 
and besides when I did get to the meeting, they were visiting with so many 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ L ǿŀs late.  

They were great leaders of our chapter, and the membership was so happy 
to have them lead. I would sit there at those meetings and events and watch 
them work. I really was impressed at how hard they worked for our chapter. 

Yeah, they would ask for volunteers, but why should I work that hard and push myself when I knew they would continue 
to get it done.  

You can imagine my surprise when one day, out of the blue mind you, they said they were resigning and our chapter 
would fold. WHAT! How could that ōŜ L ŀǎƪŜŘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΗ ²Ƙȅ ǿŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƘŀŘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ Ŧǳƴ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ ²ŜΩŘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ 
ŀƴŘ ŜŀǘΣ ŘǊƛƴƪ ŎƻŦŦŜŜΣ Ǝƻ ŦƻǊ ƛŎŜ ŎǊŜŀƳΦ Iƻǿ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƭŜŀǾŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘΚ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎǘƛƭƭ Ŏŀƭƭ Ƴȅ ǇŀƭΩǎ ŀƴŘ Ǝƻ Ŝŀǘ ƻǊ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻŦŦŜŜ, 
but it is so different now. How do I get that backΚ L ƭƻǾŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴ D²ww!ΧΦŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ L ŘƻΦ ²Ŝƭƭ L ƪƴƻǿ L ŘƻΦ L ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ 
insurance for the bike.  

I love reading the Wing World every month even though I never can find that little Wingy Guy. I loved wearing the colors 
and the vest because it said I waǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴΦ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ L ŘƛŘ Ƴȅ ǇŀǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ LΚ L ǇŀƛŘ ŘǳŜǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ 
ȅŜŀǊΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ ƳŜ ƻƴŎŜ ƻǊ ǘǿƛŎŜΦ L ƘŀŘ Ƴȅ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ōŀƪŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŎǳǇŎŀƪŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōŀƪŜ ǎŀƭŜΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
it. What more does anyone want?  

Ask yoursŜƭŦΣ άƛŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǇŀƛŘ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǿƻǳƭŘ L ŀǇǇƭȅΚέ  

¶ Chapter Director $10,000. Yr.  

¶ Assistant Chapter Director $7,500.00 Yr.  

¶ Membership Enhancement Coordinator $8,500.00 Yr.  

¶ Treasurer $6,000.00 Yr.   

¶ Newsletter Editor/Webmaster $9,000.00 Yr.  

¶ Motorist Awareness Program $7,500. Yr.  

 

Assistant District Director -East , 

Kaye Maier  
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Now we all know they do not pay these positions. However, for just a moment pretend they are. NOW, think of your 
own Chapter. How much would your CD be making right now? Are there even six different individuals in these positions? 
Does one person in your Chapter do 1, 2 or more of these jobs? What do you do? Do you have a position? Maybe you 
ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘƛǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ Řƻ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƪΦ .ǳǘΣ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜǊŜ 
in a supportive capacity or helping in other ways?  

If you are, THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU! We need you; the chapter needs your experience. Your title may 
ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƎŀƛƴŜŘ ƛǎ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ D²ww!Φ [Ŝǘ ȅƻǳǊ /5 ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ to take 
action, organize a fundraiser or talk to whoever does maintenance day and offer to help.  

aŀȅōŜ ȅƻǳ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ȅƻǳǊ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻΦ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǊƻǎǘŜǊΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀƭ ǇŀǊǘ of the overall plan. Your ideas and your energy make a difference to 
everyone.  

LŦ ȅƻǳ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ŀōƻǾŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ŘƻΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ōŀŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜƎǊŜǘ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ 
could have helped keep the Chapter alive and thus contribute to your fellow GWRRA Members.  

Respectfully Submitted,  

Kaye and Carl Maier WA Assistant District Directors-East Side  

(509) 448-5235 
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Rider's Gazette  
Presented by "The Carbon Monoxide Warriors" Terry 
Teeft & Kevin Bramhoff ς 9th Edition 

 

Fellow Riders: 
 
hǾŜǊ ŎƻŦŦŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ Řŀȅ ¢ŜǊǊȅ ŀƴŘ L ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǊƛŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ άǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ƴŀȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘǊǳŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ 
always been told is true, may in actuality not be the truth at all, or we should at the very least hold these beliefs as 
ŘƻǳōǘŦǳƭέΦ 
 
{ƻ ǿƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǿŜ ƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘΚ /ƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎΗ ¸Ŝǎ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎΧŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƻǊ ƳƻŘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ƻǊ 
ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎƛƴƎ ŦŀŎǘƻǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ Ƴǳǎǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǊƛŘŜǊǎΦ /ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎΣ Řƻ ƴƻǘ Ǉǳǘ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ά{ŀŦŜǘȅ 9ƎƎǎέ 
into one basket. So whaǘ ŀǊŜ ǿŜ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘŜŦƛƴŜΧΚ 

Circumstances 

Much of what we do and prepare for as riders depends on circumstance. A rider always has to be able to make decisions 
about safety without making assumptions about the effect of the riding environment on what others may see & hear. 
aŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ƻǿƴ ŎƘƻƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΦ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴǎǘƛƴŎǘǎΦ 5ƻ ƴƻǘ Ǉǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ άƻƴŜέ 
safety protocol. Awareness is the key. 

So here are some interesting questions that may get you all thinking and or rethinking some facts and or fiction we have 
all heard and considered. 

¶ Do loud pipes save lives? ς (Terry pointed out something that changed my mind, a little,  I believe in the 
Doppler effect, however, there can be certain conditions where this might be true) sometimes? 99% of the time 
load pipe do nothing except be loud. However there may be a traffic, that 1% type of event that screaming loud 
pipes may make an inattentive driver pay attention. Not that we should all go out and get new exhaust systems, 
however, it is something to consider. A driver that is not paying attention may understand they are drifting into 
your lane if they are able to hear you. 
 
(Dop·pler ef·fect ς Noun ς PHYSICS - An increase (or decrease) in the frequency of sound, light, or other waves 
as the source and observer move toward (or away from) each other. The effect causes the sudden change in 
pitch noticeable in a passing siren, or loud motorcycle.) 
 

¶ Lighting - OEM, is it safe and adequate or is installing enhanced LED systems on to your bike a safer option? ς 

Sometimes? ς The OEM equipment is considered safe by the manufacturers and the industry. Trust your 

instincts ς if you ride at night a lot or do a lot of highway driving you may want to make the change. Being seen 

is the point, day or night. There is no harm in it and you may be seen more readily by other motorists.  

(OEM -original equipment manufacturer).  
 

¶ High visibility gear ς DƻƻŘ LŘŜŀΚ {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎΚ 9ǾŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ άIƛ ±ƛǎέ ǎǘǳŦŦ ƻƴ ǿŜ ƘŜŀǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳƻǘƻǊƛǎǘǎ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ 
ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜ ǳǎΧƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƛǘ Ƴŀȅ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ aŀƴȅ ǊƛŘŜǊǎ ǿŜŀǊ ŀƭƭ ōƭŀŎƪ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ άŎƻƻƭέ ŀƴŘ 
ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǿŀȅΦ {ƻƳŜ ǊƛŘŜǊǎ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƻǘƻǊƛǎǘǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴȅǿŀȅ ǎƻ ǿƘȅ ōƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ άIƛ ±ƛǎέΦ !ƴŘ ƛƴ 
some cases that may be true. Bumper to bumper traffic where everyone is crawling at the same low speed, is 



 

Gold Wing Road Riders Association ς North West Coast District ς November 2019 - Page 10 

άIƛ ±ƛǎέ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅΚ ²Ŝ ǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜΧƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴΗ [Ŝǘ ǘƘŜ 
circumstances dictate your decisions about safety.  
 

¶ Helmet colour ς .ƭŀŎƪ ƻǊ άIƛ ±ƛǎέ ŎƻƭƻǳǊ ς once again want to look cool or be seen? Fundamentally it comes 
down to circumstance and rider choice.  Instinct should tell you to give yourself the best chance of being seen. 
 

¶ Close order or group riding ς considered safe, sometimes? We all take the view that group riding is safer and 
we are seen on the roadway by other motorists due to our group size and visibility etc. Most of the time within 
our organization that is true. There may be circumstances where that may not be the case. If you are 
surrounded by an inexperienced group of riders, the chances of you going down with the rest due to a άƳƻǾŜ 
ƻǳǘ ƻŦ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴέ and nowhere to run to could be devastating. Poor skill sets are not to be relied upon. Trust your 
instincts and ask questions. Who is the road captain? Have the group members completed group riding courses? 
Experience levels of the riders in group riding? All factors for your consideration and decision making process. 
 

¶ Speed & Riding Style ς Trumps safety ς sometimes? Is the thrill of taking risks worth it without regard for 
others safety? If you are riding solo on an isolated roadway where no other motorists use the road, then 
ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎΣ ƳŀȅōŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ōŀŘ ƛŘŜŀΚ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǎŜŜ ƛǘ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ ŀǎ 
there are always ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜ άƻǘƘŜǊǎέΧǿƘŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 
ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΚ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΧ 
 

Riding Environments 

Changing riding environments will impact on the decisions that the rider has to be constantly evaluating. Besides what is 
noted above, here are some more conditions to consider: 

¶ Weather ς raining, too hot, too cold? 

¶ Light ς is it getting dark, is the area well lit, will I be able to see? 

¶ Background ς strobe effect from sunlight through trees 

¶ Traffic - is there a lot, is it stopped or jammed up or moving? 

¶ Traffic speed ς is it moving fast can I keep up is it crowded, are there a lot of stops? 

¶ Traffic environment ς highway or city, 4 lanes or 2, high speed, amount of traffic? 

¶ Background noise ς can I hear what is happening around me? 

¶ Time of day ς Rush hour, commuting traffic, no traffic late night, visibility? 

¶ Day of the week ς Monday morning, Friday afternoon / evening? 

¶ Location ς mountains, flatland, country? 

¶ Emotional state of the rider ς never ride when angry, hungry or emotionally compromised 

¶ Physical condition of the rider ς goes without saying 

¶ Type of motorcycle ς how long can I ride in this position? 

¶ Riding gear ς do you feel protected, dry and cool, warm?  

We felt we wanted to present an article that would give you, the reader, something to think about. When we go for a 
ride do we really consider all the options? 

All of the above are conditions that will require adaptation by the rider and the rider will have to consider options, 
deciding what is best under the circumstances. 
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RIDER EDUCATION 

Duties of a Motorcycle Road Captain 

Road captain is the name for the rider who coordinates a 

multiple-bike ride. Road captain can refer to both the leader 
and the sweepers who, among their other duties, check that 
other riders are safe. Working as part of a team, the road 
captain is responsible for the safety of the riders and the 
smooth running of the ride itself. Duties include planning, 
thinking ahead, communication and rider education. The road 
captain may even act as a tour guide. 

Planning the Ride 
A road captain is a fundamental part of any ride planning. 
Especially where riders may number in the dozens or even 
hundreds.  They must be well versed in the route, which 
includes knowing about potential hazards, road conditions and 
any special events that are happening at the time of the ride. A road captain should ride the route a few days in 
advance to make sure that nothing has changed, will keep an eye on the weather, and will also be present at ride 
planning meetings. 

Educating and Informing Riders 
The road captain is expected to brief the group before the ride. They will inform riders about the pace of the ride, tell 
them about staggered formation, and will explain what the rules are. Some rides require the participants to ride 
together in tight formation, while others have a more loose, "at your own pace" style. The road captain will also 
answer questions and educate new riders in hand signals and other riding etiquette. Finally, the road captain will let 
riders know what to do should they break down or have a mishap, and might have a tactful word in the ear of a rider 
whose behavior is causing problems. 

Leading the Ride 
The road captain leads the ride. Riders are expected to keep an eye on the road captain for cues as to where to go 
next. When a lane change is performed, the leader signals the change and the sweep initiates it. This prevents lane-
changing bikes from crashing into one another and also provides a safer block to traffic. Indicators are seen from the 
rear and a large column of bikes changing is less likely to be cut off. 

Stop Coordination 
At gas and fuel stops, the road captain will set up in a staging, previously chosen so that the line of bikes can 
assemble. After leaving, the road captain will wait until the sweep signals that everyone is ready to go before 
accelerating to highway speed. 

Other Duties of the Road Captain 
Other duties of the road captain include dealing with the police and other unexpected surprises, and making sure 
everybody has a fun, safe ride. The road captain is part of a team that includes the sweep, and is, by definition, an 
experienced rider, preferably with both an Advanced Riding Course and a Road Captain Course, both offered by 
GWRRA. 
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SEE KERRY OR TONY TO PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS 

(GW.RIDER@OUTLOOK.COM) 


